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IN ; 
TWO DISCOURSES 
Delivered at 
Peckham in Surrey. 
| | On the | 
SENERAL FAST, 
February 6, 17506, 


Occaſioned 


By che late dreadful Earthquake at Lisz0x; 
and the apprehenſion of nearer threatning 
calamities. With two Hymns, 


By JOHN MILNER, D.D. 


c ſvis hominis ft errare : nullius, mfi in/ipi ow: 


tis, in errore perſeverare.- —Nuyod ft eſt erratum 
Spe falſa atque fallaci : redeamus in viam. Optimus 
f portus poenitenti, MUTATIO CONSILII. 
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AMEs BUCKLAND at the Buck, Pater-noſter-row; 


and S. Jonxso at the Golden Anchor, Fenchurch 
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+. the 
CONGREGATION 


Q XxX 


Protefiant Diffenters 


Peckham, 


The following diſcourſes, on the Ge- 


W -r2/ Faſt, Feb. 6, 17 5. are humbly 
inſcribed by the Author--as an cx- 
preſſion of 6 


GRATITUDE. 


for their many favours : ; particularly, 


the occaſional aſſiſtance, generouily 
provided for him in his late illneſs : 
----alſo as a teſtimony of his 


FAITHFULNESS 


in recommending to them the truth, 
excellency, and importance of the 
Chriſtian Religion, according to the 
light in which he ſees it; commend- 


ing himſelf to every man's conſcience in 


te fghe of Gor. 
J. M. 
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SERMON I. 
Ruin prevented by Repentance, applied to 
Civil Societies. 
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LUKE xii. 4 
Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


NX HEN any thing remarkable occur- 
\w ed in converſation, it was our Sa- 
Y.- #75 viour's manner to improve it to a 
* RR religious account. Ad it, at the 
fame time, any ill-deſigned queſtion was pro- 
| Poled, he would prudently avoid the ſnare, and 

mortify, it poſſible, the pride and curioſity of 
the enquirer. This was very evident on the' 
occaſion to which the text refers. | 

Mere «vere preſent at that Seaſon, ſome that told 

hin of the Calilcaus, whole oloed Pilate had ming- 

fed with their Sacrifices *®. ——— Thoſe Galileans 
are ſuppoſed to be followers of Judas the Gau- 
tonite, who, according to Foſephus *, 1 win 


0 Vaſt. ©» Antiq. 18. 3-2 
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head of a ſcct, which pretended to univerſal 
liberty, would acknowledge no other Lord and 
Superior, but God himſelf; and pretended that 
taxes were only marks ot ſlavery. A principle 
a.r-eable enough to the general diſpoſition of 

the Jes, and ground ſu ficient for Pilate's jea- 
louſie, to cruſh the growing diſaffection, on the 
fi. convenient opportunity. This very Pro- 
bably ſoon offered it ſelf, on ſome teſtival, when 
numbers of thoſe male-contents were aflembled S 
for ſacrifice: On ſome ſuch occaſion, he ſud- = 
denly tell upon them and cut them off with: 5 
great ſlaughter mingling their blood with their 
factifs 0 

J he telling this ſtory to our Saviour, and 

mentioning no other occaſion of this aſſembling 
of the Galilcars, but that of Religion, was 
probably with deſign to lead him into a Snare. 
For had he con: Jemned them, this would have 
ſunk his character with the people, who were 
generally averſe to the Roman yoke. Had he 
approved their conduct, this would have ren- 
dered him equally obnoxious to the Roman 
power. A like ſnare was laid for him in that 
queſtion, 1s it lawful to give tribute to Cæſar, “ or 
not © ? But perceiving their wickedneſs here, as 
well as there, he ſo framed his anſwer, as to 
give them no room for concluding either of the 
chings, they expected. 

He took occaſion from their queſtion to pre- 
vent all uncharitable cenſure of others on ac- 
count of their ſufferings. He directs them to 
look into themſelves, and to conſider thoſe ca- 

lamities, as an z!cn of their own deſert and dan- 
ger. His adding another inſtance of diſtreſs is 


its 


5 very 
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Abplied to Civil Societies, 3 
very obſervahle; of the eighteen, who periſhed 
by the ſudden fall of a tower. By! introdu- ing 
this, he removed the object, in witch die ſnare | 
lay, and made the cafe general; „thut waat- 
ever culamities befell Od ers, W. halt i not 
86 prete nil; conclude at 8 carer Gan? s, than 
% thoſe, who were ſoared : bu as we muſt ac- 
cc Knowledge our mo Ginn rs, and ae ſuch 
„ hable ro the divine caiſvieaiure z fo we itouid 
e be moved by ſuch ſad ts to repent 1 our 
<« own fins, w:thout troubliug our heads about 
other mens: for we might al ui. W e 
e that impenitency, in every caſe, wou:d ex- 
poſe us to equally deſtractive catamitics,” 
E cepe ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe Per fe- 
riſh, ele, in ſuch like manne „as tne eighteen 
——periſh, dcdilos, in the very fame man cr, as 
the Galileans. This changing the word, as it 
is in the original, I don't ap; Yrenend was ca "ual, 
but on purpoſe to ſignify, that the ſame cata- 
ſtrophe would beiall ſome of them, as atie&cd 
the Galileans ; which was remarkably verih-d 
afterwards in the famous fiege of their city. 
The Romans inveſted it, in the time of their 
paſſaver, when ſo many thouſands were 2:.em- 
bled at Jerufalem to ſacrifice. Ihen, ſuch 1ac- 
tions and tumults aroſe among themſelves, that 
many of them were ſlain, as "the y were actual- 
ly ſacrificing %. The prediction, for it can be 
no lefs, ſo exactly fulfilled, is a further proot 
of our Saviour's Divine authority, 

Our Saviour's anſwer evidently implies theſe 
| principles that puniſament is the juſt deſert 
Of ſin that thoſe, on whom any gicat cala- 
mities fall, were ſinners— that the intention 


B 2 5 of 


* Joſeph. de bell. jud. VI. 4. 
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4 Ruin prevented by Repentance, 
of Providence was not to point them out, as the 


£1ecateſt of finncrs that others, as great, or 


£:cater were ſtill ſpared that ſuch ſhould 
con der the calamities of others, as a merciful 


wal ning to them, and excite them to true re- 


Penance : otherwiſe God would overthrow their 
confidence and ſecurity z and ring upon them 
a judgment, that ſhould make them an aſtoniſh- 


ment to che whole world. 


The late of L1sz0Nx is now before us. That 
once populous, and fiouriſhing city is now no 
more. Its magnificent ſtructures; its immenſe 
riches, and extenſive commerce are turned into 
one irightiul hcap of ruins. An earthquake 
bean, a c..aagretion finiſhed the aſtoniihing 
defolation. The one lighted up the moſt tre- 


mendodus funeral pile; the other levelled their 


du lings. for epulchral monuments over thou- 
lands of its dead inhabitants Here death 
triumphed in his dreadiul pomp ! 

Mis hr not this have been the ſate of Lox- 
DON :! Have not our ſins been as provoking; as 


deſerving the viſitation of God? Our fins ; have 


this peculiar aggravation, beyond theirs ; that 
we enjoy preate! light and liberty; that we have 
mote diſtinguiſhed national advantages; many 


public mercies cn record; many fin ngular teſti- 
monies of the care of Heaven. Yet in the midſt 


of all thoſe mercies, great fins are found. 
Have we no concern in the ſad cataſtrophy of a 


city nearly allied to us in trade, and friendſhip»? 


Tes, as much as, when our neighbour s houſe 
is On fire, to take care of our own. By this 
diſtant blow, our waters have been agitated ; 

our commer ciat intereſt affected; our attention 


15 Una word: bly drawn to this point. And there 


forc as by y-ſtanders we ought to adore the God 
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Applied to Civil Societies. 6 

of heaven as partial ſufferers, we ought to 

confider 1 it as a check to our pride and ſecurity 

—£— as ſinners, we ought to eſteem it a loud 

call to repentance; leſt vengeance ſhould come 

nearer home; and the diſtant thunder roll on, 
till it breaks over our devoted heads. 

We are called upon by public authority; 
as well as Providence, to conſider our ways, and 
humble our ſelves before God for our fins, 
The occaſion, indeed, is fomewhar diſtant, and 
we are not under that terror and affrightment, 
which the firſt news produced. But then, it 
will be preſumed, that what we do, this day, 
will be more the effect of calmneſs, delibera- 
tion and choice. And as the nation will ap- 
pear in its greateſt capacity, the Parliament 
ſitting, and engaging in the ſame humiliation, we 


truſt that God will hear and bleſs us. Let 


us not diſappoint Heaven and Earth by our 


inſenſibility. Let our humiliation be ſolemn; 
and our future lives ſhew it ſincere, by b:inging 
forth the meet fruits of Repentance. 

My duty is to exhort you to it; to diſcover 
its neceſſity and importance: for which pur- 


poſe, I beg leave to lead you by a train of rea- 


ſonings; which, I hope, will clearly introduce 
the Exhortation; and obviate every objection, 
which might lie in the way to it. 


1 Let God 1s the righteous and inc: ral Co- 
Vernor f the <oorld : and very reaſonably, be- 


cauſe it is his property. What he made and 
ſuſtains he has a ſovereign right to, and may 


diſpoſe 1 in ſuch manner, as his inſinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs ſhall preſcribe... Neither is it, in 
my opinion, conceivable, how'fluggiih, unintel- 


ligent 


—  — 
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ligent matter; matter endued with various 
properties, ſome of them repugnant to others, 
as fiie and water; I cannot, I fa,, conceive how 
a world, compoſed of ſuch materials, ſhould 

preſerve its connexion, order, and beauty, With 
ſo much conſtancy, unleſs we ſuppoſe the im- 
mediate agency ot ſome intelligence. 

So much we believe and mean by the provi- 
dence of God : that he guides the great wheels 
of nature, to prevent any confuſion and ditor- 
der; and that both natural and moral cauſes 
exert themſelves under his eye; that with his 
own hand he meaſures our the event, and Eves 
it its proper bounds and inadence, as to th 
waves of the ſea, with an effectual peat, Iti- 
therto ſhalt thou come; but no further*: this its 


ſeaſon; and that its extent. 


Providence ſuſtains the preſent conſtitution 
of things, according to the general laws eſta- 
bliſhed in creation, from which reſult that ex- 
quiſite beauty, order, and uſe, ſo much the 
object of admiration. Notwithſtanding this, 
nothing more reaſonable than to ſuppoſe that 
he, that made thoſe laws, ſhould be able to ſuſ- 
pend them, as in the caſe of miracles; or com- 


bine and ſeperate their force, on purpoſe to 


give a different ſeaſon or moment to an event; 

or even produce one, which would not have re- 
ſulted from the general laws of nature. In 
many inſtances, we allow the art of man can 
do this, and ſhall we circumſcribe the wiſdom 
and power of the Eternal God? No—Nature 


* and all her powers obey his voice, or, in the 


' Exalted ſtyle of {cripture, Fire, end hail, Snox? 
and Tapour, and ſtormy Winds whether i in the air 
or 


e Job xxxviii. 11. 
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er bowels of the earth,] fulfil] his word fo Mo- 
ral cauſes are generally influenced by impreſſions 
on the mind; by ſtriking the paſſions, particu- 
larly, hope and fear. So one friend, by offer- 
ing proper conſiderations to another, can alter 
his views and purpoſes, without prejudice to 
his moral agency; certainly the father of our 
ſpirits can inſinuate himſelr into the foul in as 
rational, perſuaiive a manner. 

This is the power and government of Provi- 
dence, and its character will be every way ſun- 
able to the perfect nature, which exerts itſelf, 
viz, wiie, and juſt, and good. The order and 
harmony of the heavens the daily bleflings we 
enjoy are proofs of a kind, indulgent provi- 
dence : ſo the calamities of lite equally prove 
his rectitude and juſtice. Is it not as reaſona- 


ble that God ſhould appear a moral Governour, 
as a wile and bountitul Creator? 


7 II .. Correction and puniſhment is the juſt 
deſert of fin. Conſider what a daring oppoſition 
fin is to the will, and authority of God, and 
this propoſition muſt appear reaſonable. Was 
ſin permitted to go on with im unity, confu- 
fon would be introduced into all the wo: ks of 
God, which no agent would permit if he had 
power to reſtrain it. Would an carthly Prince 
ſuffer ſedition and rebellion to grow up under 
his eye? It cannot be, without ſuppoſing a 

defect in his wiſdom, or power. An infinite 
Being can be defective in neither. No art can 

elede his eye; no confederacy ſhake his throne, 
and therefore ſin, which has all the guilt of re- 


bellion. 


f Pſal. cxlviii. 8, 


mot be ſuppoſed without derogating from his 


its evil nature: ff conſcience is ſeared, and the 


on St. Paul's hand, concluded that he had been 


Natural evil is the conſequence, and fruit of 


3 
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bellion in it, will ſooner or later nicet with con- 
&gn puniſhment. The very exiſtence of go- 
vernment requires it. 

Sin oppoſes a will, that is always right; dif- 
putes an authority, that is always friendly : and 
will God fufier himſelf to be controlled in 
communicating happineſs to his creatures: or 
that the order and dependance, which he de- 
fizned in his works, ſhould be violated ? Ir can- 


r en, 
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moral pertections ; and reducing him to an im- 
potent Deity, unworthy the Creation aſcribed 
ro him. b 
Les, ſin will ever be his e an ob- 
ject of difpleaſure, and if it ts: not to be ſubdued 
by reaſon, and reſtrained by the experience of 


ſtupickity incurable, God will ſtep out of his 
place; depart from the uſual ecurſe of things 
and begin his range wers: pour unheard- of 
vengeance upon the hated monſter. 
The connexion between fin and miſery 1s 
thus reaſonable, And indeed al men have a. 
natural notion of it. Joſeph's brethren in their 
diſtreſs recollected their fin as the cauſe of it *.- 
The Barbarians, when they ſaw the viper faſten 


4 murderer, that Vengeance purſued him, and 
u not ef Ver him to live « : 


It . Thai wy nis the cauſe f thoſe various 
e er and evils, which befall mankind, This 
truth naturally follows from the two former. 


4 moral 


t Iſa. xxviii. 21. k Gen. xlii. 27. 1 Ads xxviii. 4. 
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moral evil. So its origin is juſtly deduced, BY 
one man ſiu entered into ihe : world, and death, pain» 


m:ſery, and deſtruct. 1 by jm; and 55 death 


paſſed upon all menu. Ihis is the fruitful womb 
that teems with a num: rous offsp. ing of de- 
formity and miſery: Mad not man been a ſin- 
ner, he would not ha /e been in any degree mi- 
ſerable. Sin has entaued the ſad inheritance 
of corruption, and, after ail its golden piomiſes 
to its vaſlals, pa, s nv other wages but death. 
The wages of fin is death. 

" fear this wiil ſound like a paradox to ſin- 


ners. They can't believe the delicious m: cfel 


ſhould turn to gall and wormwood. The 


won't be perſuaded out af their ſenſes, that the 


ſources ot politeneſs and pleature mould end in 
da. n {s and vexat.on. * Pis indeed by ſenſe 
only, they reaſon and judge about thole things : 
but when the reflecting mind ſhali awake, how 
will the fine ſcheme vaniſh? Its faſhion will 
change, and appear deformed. Conſcience will 
then draw iii 1 very ſentes to corrode and ex- 


aſperate the ſoul. Come view ſin in the light 


of reaſon and divine truth, and you will ſee lin 
and miſery link d together. Either 

Firſt, one as the natural fruit of the other: 
related as truly as parent and offspring; as cauſe 
and effect. Thus ſeveral racking pains, and 
mortal diſeaſes— ſurfeits, fevers, conſumptions, 
are the effects of intemperance and ſenſuality 


 —Begeaary the offspring of idleneſs or prodiga- 


lity—and the embraces of a dirty ſtrumpet ſhall 
often anticipate the ſtench and ro:tenneſs of tlie 
grave, and convey an incurabie taint to many 


1 Sucn ſinners eat the fruit of their 


en w 50. and are filled with their own devices— 


Cor; I 0 


— 


2 nen by I- Rom. vi. 23. 
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To their infinite regret in this world, their own 
ewickeanſs corres them, and their backſlidings re- 


prove them”, Or 


Secondly, Thoſe evils are ſent by Providit 
to prevent ſuture ſins, or correct the 
Such is our careleſs, unthinking mind; ſuch the 


impulſe of ſenſe and inbred corruption, that 


were we not holden by the cords ot affliction, 
we ſhould fall into great ſnares. God is pleaſed 
in mercy 1% hedge up our way with thorns" ;, and 


diſappoint our fond and eager wiſhes, that he 


might fave our ſouis. He cauſes us to weep 
for a ſeaſon, that he might comfort us with an 
everlaſting joy. Some ot the beſt of men have 
been thus diſciplined in their way to heaven, 
and pronounced the affudion- goed, that was a 
means of reclaiming them from their wander- 
ings. 

So likewiſe he corrects for paſt ſins ; thereby 
manifeſting his diſpleaſure to ſome, and his ad- 
monition to all. To imagine that the great Go- 
vernour of the world ſhould not reward, and 
puniſh in this life, is only to inveſt him with 


a contemptible image of majeſty. Or—to ſup- 


pole that natural cauſes cannot be the inſtru- 


ments of Providence, is to limit his knowledge, 


wiſdom and power to our own ſcantling. Tho' 


we ſhould not. be raſh or ſevere in judging 


others ; yet when the tokens of God's anger are 
viſible, we ſhould adore and tremble. Who 
would not fear that God, who can arm all the 


elements againſt us; can marſhal an army of 
locuſts to annoy us? ; and by one tremendous 


ſhake convert our dwellings to a heap of rub- 


biſh ?2 He drowned the old world, becauſe in- 


_ curably 


m Prov. i. 23. Jer. ii. 19. * Hoſ. ii. 6. * Pal. cxix. 


67, 71. Job xxxvi. 8, 9, 10. P Joel ii. 11. 
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curably ſinful: He ſunk Sodom and Gomorrah, 

; impudent in wickednels, witn all their delight- 

ful plains, into a lake, which remains to this 
day, the monument of former vengeance. 

Thus 1a every vicw {in is the cauſ: of miſery. 

A thought that ſhould affect us, whilſt ve are 


humbling ourſelves before God. Whatever 


evil we icel, or tear fin is che occaſion ot it. 


IV . « . The Providence of God is concerned 
in direfting ard appropriating theſe calamutics to 
particular Fla es and objects. Shal there be evil in 
& city, the evil of affliction and diſtreſs, not of 
fin, and the Lord bath not done it? We are too 
apt to reſt in a notion, that thoſe calamities are 
the effects of natural cauſes; and that thereiore 


we mult ſubmit to them, as neceſſacy and un- 


avoidable events. We readily admit them to 
be produced this way; but ſee no reaſon for 
reſting he e, without conſidering their religious 
and moral ends. Government neceilarily 1 im- 
plies laws; and laws would be the vaineſt things 
in the world, without a power of rewards and 
puniſhments. Thoſe titles of majeſty are there- 
fore naturally connected, and to ſuppoſe one of 
them is to ſuppoſe all. The Lord is our KkIN o, 


the Lord is our LAWGIVER, the Lord is out 
JUDGE ". 


A ſenſe of our dependance on God, and of 


the relation we ſtand 1n to him, 1s a neceſſary 
principle of moral conduct. Once we come to 
Joſe ſight of this principle, we ſhall, I fear, 
ſoon loſe the very notion of a God in the 
world. And I cannot but obſerve, when this 

9 haas 
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has been upon the decline, ſome unuſual appear- 
ances in nature have confuted the growing a- 
theiſm *'—— When the riüng ſun, the falling 
rain, and fruitful ſeaſons have no infivence to 
raiſe a tribute of gratitude io the author ot them, 
men have been ſurprized into attention and de- 
votion by their fears. Then poſſibly the air 


has been work'd up to a whirlwind, and born a- 


way, in the impetuous blaſt, trees, huuſes, and 
all the towring pride of mortals. IJ hen the 
peſtilence has ſilently ſtalk'd about; has ſecret- 
Jy entered our dwellings, and impreſſed ever 

countenance with paleneſs and deſpair. Then 
thunders have 1olled in the heavens, with ſome 


unuſual circumſtance, in a ſerene ſkie for in- 


ſtance : or earthquaices have ſhook the firmeſt 


foundations, and brought on inevitavle, exten- 


fave ruin. 


But thoſe are the effects of natwal cauſes, — 
Very true.—Bu: I] beg leave to aſk, whe iram'd 


this conſtitution of things? Who laid in the 


materials for producing ſuch ſtrange effects? 
Who regulated tie operation, or meaſured out 


the degrees of growth, ana decay; ſo as that a 


decay 


5 Horace, a poet of good ſenſe and diſcernment, was 


not reaſoned ; but frighted out of his Epicurean notions, 


by ſome ſudden thunder, which he heard, when no clouds 
appear d. | 


Parcus deorum cultor, et infrequens 
Inſanientis dum ſapientiae 

Conſultus erro, nunc retrorſum 

Vela dare, atque iterare curſus 
Cogor relictos. Namgue Dieſpiter 
Igni corru. co nubila dividens 
Plerumque, per purum tonantes 
Egit equos, volucremauc currum. 


Jor: Od. 1:46; 1. 
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Applicd to Ci Secrettes. [3 
rlecay in one natural cauſe, ſhould prepare for 
rhe dreadful effort of another Who but the 
God of nature, that both created and iuftains 
things in their inftuence and power. ——Ler 
11C aſk; ; _ Vo it was, chat ſo nicely 
1 the ſeaſon of the event, to fail juſt in 
ch a period, neither ſooner nor later, but 
hon ſome moral ends were to be anſwered ?— 
' Vho but the ail-wiſe God, e maketh every 
Ling beautiful in its ſeaſeu — 90 that firſt or 
laſt God muſt have an hand in thoſe extraordi- 
l ary tremendous effects. Conſider then it God 
s a wiſe agent he will deſign ſome rational end 
in this conſtitution orf the werld; and if a mo- 
zal agent, ſome moral ends. And let me ſay, 
hat herein the glory of Deity ſhines forch, in 
making the natural world, a means of rev. ard- 
ing and puniſhing the mor al. 


It would be arrogance in us to affirm, what 


no man yet pretended to ſhew, that the original 


conſtitution of things was faficieat to aulwer 
all the purpoſes of- govern nent. So it would 
be equally preſomptubus to fav, that God cau- 
not vary f. om his original plan; and, by re- 
tarding or accelicratin x tae influences, upon 
which ſo many common bi dug depend, 
reward with fruitfulneſs and plente, or pur 
niſh with a dearth the inliab! tante of the earth, 
according to their moral character. This would 
be to limit his own power; to l-ave vs at 
Jarge to indulge our, own wills, without rc 
quiring a proper deſe. ence and ſub nin to 
his own. 


But really in thoſe events, ſo exactly corr-- 


ſponding with the moral characters of mankind, 


VS 


t Eccleſ. 114i. 1 . 
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we have an irreſiſtible proof of the divine oM- 
NISCIENCE. Known unto God are ail his works 
from the bezmaing to the end; all their qua- 
lities and powers, and all poſſiole circuin:tances 
ot application 'Tis his peculiar glory tc 
to:exnow future contiagent events, the riſin 

thought, and the un iniſhed wiſhes of the ſoul. 

But this i in a manner diderent from the opera- 
tioas of our minds, We can only view things 
in parcels, and reaſon about them in a train of 
ſucceſſive ideas : He comprehends things in one 
intuitive view. We come to the knowledge 
of future events by conjecture; He with cet 
tainty, and therefore it would degrade him to 
judge of the ſources of his knowledge, by the 
imperfect, partial and ſucceſſive m- diums, by 
which we arrive at knowledge. Ir would be 
Juſt the ſame, as if we ſhould make our own 
imperfection the model of an infinite mind. 

The Scripture, that never enters into the modu/- 
es of things, aſcribes this preſcience of future 
events to "God, as his ſole incommunicable pre- 
rogative, We have it in that paſſage, which 
contains a noble contempt of idols. See with 
what inſult and ſcorn the prophet challenges 
them to give a ſpecimen of their almighty pow- 
er and preſcience. Produce your cauſe, ſaith the 
Lord, bring forth your ſtrong reaſons, ſ:ith the king 


of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and ſhew 


us what ſhall happen: Let them fhew the former 
things, what they be, that we may conſider them, 
aud know the latter end of them : Or declare us 
things fer to come. Shew the things that are to 
come hereafter, that we ne. know, that ye are 
Cc. oy | 

How 


* Ifa. xli. 21, 22, 23. 


: 
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How grand, how illuſtrious is Providence, 
when it cauſes unuſual ſigns and tokens in earth, 
ſeas, and air, to uſher in ſome remarkable re- 
volition in the moral world! Such preceded 
che final deſtruction of Jeruſalem ". How 
awful is Providence, when the dreadful ſcene in 
the natural world is exactly ſuited in time to a 
more dreadful one of impiety in the moral! Is 
not this an index, that points ou: the reaſon 
and intention of ſuch events, as truly as if de- 
clared by a voice from heaven ? God is there- 
fore to be acknowledged, teared and adored in 
all thoſe calamities. They are not fortuitous 
and fatal events; but the awful diſplays of di- 
vine anger againſt Sin. Reaſon points this 
out; Revelation every where confirms it. The 
moral deſignation of natural cauſes is particu- 
larly mentioned by Elihu in Job. The clouds, 
the laſt mentioned natural cauſe, are ſaid to 


come, either for correction, or for his land in 
mercy *. 


V. . God 
„ Joſeph. de bell. jud. VII. .. The Heathens had a 


notion that frequent tremors of the earth preſaged ſome fu- 

ture evils. Terrae ſaepe fremitus, ſaepe mugitus, ſaepe 

motus, noſtrae reipublicae, multa caetcris civitatibus, gra- 

via et vera praedixerint. WL 8 
| Cic. de divin. I. 18. 


* Job xxxvii. 13. Thus you ſee the conduct of Provi- 
dence in ages paſt ; and thus, we have reaſon to believe, 
it will be in ages to come. It ſtands upon record againſt 
my#ic Babylon, [the preſent Rome, urbs ſepticollis or 
ſeven hiil'd city, whoſe chief magiitrates,the Pope and Car- 
inals, are deck'd with purple and ſcarlet, and claim uni- 
yerſal empire over the kings of the carth. Rev. xvii. 4. 9. 
18.] that when her final ruin ſhall approach, which will be 
ſudden, univerſa, and tremendous, Mere ſhall be voices and 
thunder, and lightuings, and a great earthquake, ſuch as had 
wot bee fince men were en the earth, ſo mighty an earthquake, 
and ſo great, Rev. xvi. 18. Vid. chap. xvii, xvii. 
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God is plegſed to make a difference be- 


Frwe2n Communities of men, and particular per ſons, 


as to the $:x50n HF retribution. This prqapoſi- 
tion is clentiil to the argument we are upon. 


15 Graws all our former rcaſonings to one point, 


ani} will hep us to judge of our national ſtate. 
Particular wer lons, or individuals are gene- 
rally reſerved for the judgment of the laſt day; 
Het every one of 115 mujt give an account of bimſelf 
15 Cole. But communities of men, ſuch ag 
eities, kingdoms, empires are conſtantly judged 
in this Prog Death diſſolves all civil ties and 
Te}attons, and therelore communities mult- be 
zewarded or puniſned in this life, or not at all. 
Communidies, With reſpect to one another, 
may be con!idered as individuals: as having a 
power of directing 3 executing their own at- 


1 criod of time. A ſociety, for inſtance, may 
be d-nominated virtuous, or vicious; induſtri- 
ous and ingenious, or 1gnorant and lazy, ac- 
eording to the prevalency of thoſe qualities in 
I. —— -Again, A nee may: be called the ſame, 
choug h maay ages have palled away. Like the 

o mmonwea 15 0¹ BETH, in Virgil“, may enjoy 
a kind of immortality. We call a ſhip tne 
ame, notwithſtanding it has had ſo many re- 
palra, that ſcarce any of its original timbe.s re- 


main. We call a man the fame man, though 


h's body no does not conſiſt of the ſame par- 
dicles it did fore few years ago. In like man- 
| ner 

* 5 12. 


ar genus immortale manet, multoſque per annos 
Stat lortuna don. Vs — — 


= Virg. geor. IV. 


fair —as capable of a moral imputation, or 
character —— and as e: ziſting through a long 
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ner a political ſociety may be denominated the 
ſame, though there has been a continual ſuc- 
cefſion of freſh rr from reſort or procrea- 
tion. 

There is an i, habitude, or ſpirit, which 
remains, amidſt the changes of particular per- 
ſons, and which preferves its individuality z and 
tis upon this ſuppoſition, that the faith of pub- 
lic treaties fabliſts. Wie are the {ame na- 
tion, that we were an hundred years ago, be- 
cauſe the ſame original ties and connexions, 
which obtained then, remain nov; We have 
the ſame form of government; the ſame lan- 
guage, cuſtoms, rights, privileges, public 
courts, and manner of exerciſing the ſupreme 
power. Whatever changes any of thoſe things 
have undergone, yet they have been ſo gradual 
and ſlow, as to produce no change! in the gene- 
ral denomination of things. From hence it 
follows, 

Firſt, That if a ſociety ſins in one generation, 
and is puniſhed in another *tis not one ſociety 
that ſins, and another that is puniſhed ; but the 
very ſame ſociety both ſins and ſuffers. 

Second, In confeſſing national fins we ſhould 
not confine our ſelves to the preſent age; but 
recolle& the fins of former times ; becauſe it 13 
ſtill the ſame ſociety. A perſon in advanced 
life; will confeſs the f ins of his youth, it being 
the confeſſion of the ſame perſon. 

Thirdly, That we ſhould not extend the effect 
of hb calamities and evils, which betal na- 
tions, beyond the preſent lite ; ; becauſe further 
than this they have noexiſtence. This may be 
one reaſon of our Saviour's caution, againſt 
raſn Jadging thoſe, who ſuffer in general cala- 
mities. They may be, {ome of them at leaſt, 
. D uch 


FO 
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ſuch as did not contribute to the general guilt; 
but by reaſon of their relation to a ſociety that 
was to be puniſhed, they ſhared in its fate, and 
which indeed could not be otherwiſe, without a 
miraculous interpoſition, They ſuffer, but are 
not puniſhed, and the ſame kind, benevolent 
ſentiment, we may indulge towa:ds ſome of the 
ſufferers at L1sBoxN. 

I hole reaſonings about ſocieties are evidently 
confirmed by the dealings of Frovidence with 
the Jewiſh nation. Such was the conſtitution 
of this civil ſociety, that their ſupreme magiſ- 
trate was, at the fame time, the object of their 
religious reverence. And conſequently loyalty 
and relizion were united into one act. The 
rem ple was the palace of their king ; the elders, 
prietts and levites were his miniſters of ſtate. 

Thei laws, without diſtinguiſhing them into 
moral, judicial, and ceremonial, were all ſtatute 
laws, directing the expreſſions of their loyalty 
and duty to their fovereign in the temple ; the 


manner of adminiſtring juſtice; or the tributes 


and taxes to be paid for the publie expence. 
The right of making peace and war reſided in 
their ſovereign, and was uſually ſignified by his 
prime- minitter the High Prieſt. And in ſup- 
port of this political conſtitution, there were 
only temporal rewards and puniſhments annex- 
ed. It they were obedient to their laws, the 

were always proſperous; if difobedient, the 
contrary : being as certainly mortified by ſome 
public ca damity or other. So that their whole 
national eſtabliſnment was adapted to the pre- 
ſent ſtate, and looked no further. Their laws, 


the metlages and denunciations of their pro- 


phets were addreſſed to this p-ople, as a body 


politic, Viz. To Hrael, the bouſe of Fudab, to the 
People, 
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pople, to Jain. to the lond or city, to their 
Princes or Prieefi:, all evident expreſſions ot their 
public and political capacity I maxe no 
doubt, but God's dealing with this pep. as 
intended as an example of his dealing Wi ail 
other nations of the carth; unalt:rably founded 
on the ſame wiſdom, juſtice, and b-nevoicuce 
though not ſo circumſtantially maaiteited a 
this choſen, favourite nation jj. 

It is juſt to afk in this place, what and where 
was their religion, which was the ſource ot ſpi- 
ritual delight and hope; the hope of pardon; 
af the acceptablenefs of ſincere .epentanc- ; 
from what they derived the expectation of i 
ritual ſtrength and comfort; the belief and 
views of immortal happineſs ? They derived 
thoſe things from another fountain, namely, 
the PROMISE, the Covenant of grace, which was 
continually revealed in all ages from the tall, 
2nd to which good men always looked with an 

D 2 eye 


| Thoſe reſtections will ſet in a clear light the eſſential | 
difference, between the Law, and the GOSPEL * 
law was confined to a particular nation, yet o contrined as 
to bear a public teſtimony againf idolatry in ail the world, 
as likewiſe to be the ſhadow of good thi nz5 to come, in 2 
more perfect diſpenſation. Its ſanctions were temporal, 
and related only to national intereſt and proſperity.— Ihe 
Goſpel, on the other hand, is not io confined, but really 
intended for the benefit of one nation a; well as another, by 
influencing and forming individuals to a proper temper. In 


the Goſpel men are conſidered in their perſonal capacity, 


not as related to this political conftrtution or another; not 
as ſubject to this or another Prince; but fubject to God 
only and their own coniciences ; and membe: s of Chrid's 
Kingdom, :aubich is not of this wworld. They are influenced 
here by ſanctions of a ſpiritual and eternal nature. And 
therefore it deſerves to be conſidered, whether temporal 
motives, and the exerciſe of a political power in the Chriſ- 
tian church are Teall;- adapted to the genius og the Chriſtian 


Religion. 


eo Ruin prevented by Repentance, 
eye of faith and dependance. The law made 
no proviſion for the pardon of moral guilt, and 
thereiore David under that circumſtance; looks 
be, nd it, to another ſource of comfort, even 
the covenant of Grace, founded upon better 
prom:ies, that of true repentance in particular, 
as a diſpoſition molt pleaſing to God. Thou de- 
ſireſt not ſacrifice, elſe would 1 give it. Thou de- 
_ lighteji not in burnt offering. The ſacrifices of God 
are a broken ſpirit. . A broken ans: 4 contrite heart, 
O Ged, Thou wilt not deſpiſe Þ. „ 
This is the proper place to enquire iſto; the 
true notion of national ſins, and national Judg- 
ments. 
A pauſe was bere made whit the congregation 
F, ang * A 's Hymn, - 


An Hymn of Praiſe 


T 5 
Oh! the 3 che I height. | 
The boundleſs grandeur of our God! 
Who treads the world beneath his feet, 
And rules the nations with his nod. 
„„ 
He ſpeaks, all nature hears his voice; 
Heav'ns everlaſting pillars bow. | 
He rends the clouds with hideous noiſe, 
And earth's deep caverns roar below. 
. . 
God reigns—and we rejoyce to ſee 
Our ſafety made his daily care, 
God frowns, and lo! the guilty | flee: 
Bur grace forbids the good man's fear, 


t Pa. Ii. 16. 17 
* This hymn is taken moſtly from Dr. Warts $ Hor, 
Lyr. B. I. 8 


=p 
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| IV. 

Let noiſe and flame confound the ſkies ; 

Let earth affrighted ſhake her frame. 

We ſing the Thund'rer's lofty praiſe, 

Adore his pow'r, and love his name. 

Thus ſhall the Lord, the Saviour come, 


And light'nings round his chariot blaze. 


Earthquakes ſhall break up ev'ry tomb, 


And thunders accent all his praiſe. 


221 
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SERMON I. 


Ruin prevented by Repentance, applied ts 
Civil Societies. 


LUKE zu. 3. 
Except ye repent, ye ſhall all Iikewife periſh. 


X EAX HE ſubject, we are conſidering, un- 
#&- T M der this ffth bead, is the more impor- 
„ = tant, as it will give us a clear notion 
AKIRA of God's diſpenſations towards ſocie- 
ties of men; of his rewarding and puniſhing 
them conitantly in this life. And let me ſay, 
whien rightly underſtood, will free the doctrine 
of Providence from ſome objections, which 
have been brought againſt it, by the adverſaries 
of revelation. I propoſed here to enquire in- 
to the true notion of national ſins and national 
aal | 
Firſt, XATIONAL sixs are ſuch as may be 
juſtly imputed to a ſociety, and which that ſo- 
ciety is in reaſon accountable for. Tis not the 
mere exiſtence of one fin in ſociety, or the riſe 
of one or more vices, which can fairly be im- 
puted to i. But I conceive, the ſins, we are 


enquiring after, muſt come under theſe circum- 
ſtances. 


t) They 


— 
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1) They muſt be ſuch as in themſelves are 


of an e provoking nature, and deſtruc= 
tive in their tendency to the great ends and ver 


being of ſociety. 


The belief of a God and 


his providence are principles, on which the wel- 
fare of ſocieties depends. They have a ſecret 


and powerful influence on the conſciences of 

men; and will reſtrain them from wickedneſs, 
when other conſiderations fail. Of this kind 
ve are to eſteem atheiſm, idolatry, blaſphemy, per- 
© ;ury, curſing and ſwearing; tor thoſe ſins are an 


immediate inſult upon the preſence and power 


= of God. 


Truth, juſtice, and benevolence 


are the neceſſary ties and braces of ſociety, by 


£2 which it is held together. But if thoſe are no- 


EZ toriouſly violated by frauds, injuſtice, animoſities, 
actions, hatred, rebellions, murders, what can hin- 
der things from a diſſolution ? 


a free indulgence to the ſeveral ſpecies of lewd- 


Once more; 


= neſs and ſentual pleaſure, are fins of a baneful 
infiuence on focicty, and produce luxury, idle- 


<> 1905 drunkeneſs, 10 -bberies, fornication, adultery, 


a contempt of marriage, ſodomy, &c. All which 


I are vices which darken and defile the mind ; e- 
= :ncrvate the body, and oppoſe that order and re- 


lation, which God originally intended, 
= conſequently muſt unfit men, tainted with them, 


and 


to be uſeful members of ſociety. If we look 
into the Jewiſh hiſtory we ſhall find thoſe ſins, 


mentioned as the cauſes of God's dreadful viſi- 
tation of that people. 


2) Before thoſe ſins can be juſtly imputed to 


ſociety, they muſt ſpread, I conceive, through 
the body of a people, and become general, 
Me have the expreſſion of an univerſal corrup- 
tion in that paſſage of the prophet, the wvhoie 
bead is ſick, the <wwhoje heart is faint, From the 


fot 
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ele of the cot, 1 nto the head, there is 10 Hundt 
1 in it; but Dry" end bruiſes, and putriſying 
ſores . We have an example of equal degene- 
racy in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah *. 
Their favourite fin was not only deteſtable, 
but extenſive; fo extenſive, that ten righteous, 
or uncorrupted perſons, could not be found in 
them! Had there been ſo few, in thoſe popu- 
fous cities, God would have ſpared them, for 
their ſakes, and on the interceſſion of Abra- 
ham ©. Thoſe general appearances of vice take 
off its odium, encourage the practice, and in- 
fult any attempts of reformation. This one fel- 
le (Lot) Came in to ſoj Yar, and he toill needs be 
4 fn, K. 1 
3) If thoſe fins do not fo much affect the 
quantity, as the quality of the ſociety; if their 
feuds their princes; and nobles afe greatly de- 
generated ©: and have loſt all principle, but in- 
tereft ; and all views, but pleaſure, ſuch will 
: produce national guilt, and expoſe to divine 
judgements, the proportion of their influence 
on a ſociety being equal to that of a multitude. 
The authority ſuch are intruſted with, for the 5 
ſupport of truth, juſtice and order, as well as 
for the puniſhment of vice, will be perverted WW 
by their ewn perſonal corruption. The ex- 
ample like of ſuch will not only render good 
Iaws unactive; but give a kind of ſanction to 


iniquity 5 


Thus, 
= IIa. i. 4, 3, 6. Gen. xix.5. Gen. xvii. 20, 32 
Cen. Nix. 9. Ma. 4. 2 Jer. v. 5, 7, 9. Mic 


C 
TP 11212. J<r. Nin. 15, 16. 
On dais principle we may account for God's deſtroy ing 
ſeventy thouand, tor David's numbering the people. This, 

az Erit view, ma; ' tocta a fault merely perſona] ; but ve ar 
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Applied ti Civil Societies. 25 

Thus, I conceive, national guilt is produced 
and many aggravating circamitances may con- 
cur to enhance it; eſpecially the ſorgetfulneſs 
df former mercies ; the neglect of the public 
honours of the Deity ; and the great ſcarcity of 
men of ſtrift honour and virtue, ſo that they 
ſeem baniſhed from the earth. Sins under thoſe 
circumſtances rouze up a vindictive providence, 
to correct with lighter vengeance, or {ſpread de- 
vaſtation, and ruin. 

Secondly, NATIONAL JUDCMENTS are calami- 
ties which affect the public intereſt and happi- 
neſs of a ſociety. They are ſuch as are ſent by 
the particular permiſſion or appointment of God; 
and are various both in their effect and intention. 
Some are partial, others general; ſome are mo- 
nitory, others exterminating, &c. The de- 
cay of trade; the infatuation of public coun- 
cils; factions and tumults within; gencral diſ- 
content, unſuccesful expeditions, are as truly 
judgments from heaven; as fire, plagues and 
earthquakes. Theſe ſhake the whole frame of 
government, and bring weakneſs and diſhonour 
upon a people, which will at laſt eclipſe their glo- 
ry. Some ciretimſtances may accompany thoſe 
evils, which manifeſt them to be an expreſſion of 
divine anger; as when they bear on them the 
features of thofe ſins, they were fent to correct, 
or when they are effected out of the uſual courſe 
of things, or appear diſproportionate, and even 

con- 


to conſider him in his relation to the community of Iſrael 


He was their king. His authority, example and in- 


fluence extended to the whole nation. In this capacity he 
muſt bear an infinitely greate? proportion to that ſociety ; 
than he could be ſuppoſed to bear, a8 a ſingle perſon. 
And conſequently his fin, Which weakened his dependance 
upon God, might be jyfily conſidered as a national ſin. 


Nn pred ented by Repertance, 


fole of the foot, unto the head, there is 10, found- 
weſs in it; but wounds and Irutfes, and putrifying 
ores a. We have an example of equal degene- 
racy in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah *, 
Their favourite fin was not only deteſtable, 
but extenſive; ſo extenſive, that ten righteous, 
or uncorrupted perſofis,' could not be found in 
them! Had there been ſo few, in thoſe popu- 
fous cities, God would have ſpared them, for 
their ſakes, and on the interceſſion of Abra- 
bam ©. Thoſe general appearances of vice take 
off its odium, encourage the practice, and in- 
fult any attempts of retofmation. This one fel- 
bw (Lot) came in to ſojourn, and he coil needs be 
a judge, & c. 

3) If thoſe fins do not fo much affect the 

quantity, as the quality of the ſociety; if their 


| 
heads, their princes; and nobles afe greatly de- 
generated © : and have loſt all principle, but in- 
tereſt; and all views, but pleaſure, ſuch will 
produce national guilt, and expoſe to divine J 
judgements, the proportion of their influence c 
on a ſociety being equal to that of a multitude. $ 
The authority ſuch are intruſted with, for the L 
we ſupport of truth, juſtice and order, as well as I 
for" the puniſhment of vice, will be perverted 0 
by their ewn perſonal corruption. The ex! 
ample like of ſuch will not ny render good F 
laws unactive; but give a kind of ſanction to © 
iniquity”. | = © 
Thus, 
E If. i- 4, 3, 0; 3:Gen In; 5. © Gen. xviii. 20, 32 a 
5 Gen. Xix. o. © Ia. i. 21—24. Jer. v. 5, 7, 9. Mic. 9 
| UM, 11, 12. Jer. ri. 155 16. 
| On this principle we may account for God's deſtroying " 
ſeventy rang e tor David's numbering the people. This, I 4 
| at firit view, may ſcciu à fault merely perſonal; but we ar 5 


ta 3 
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Thus, I conceive, national guilt is produced 
and many aggravating circumſtances may con- 
cur to enhance it; eſpecially the ſorgetfulneſs 
df former mercies; the neglect of the public 
honours ef the Deity; and the great ſcarcity of 
men of ſtrict honour and virtue, ſo that they 
feem baniſhed from the earth. Sins under thoſe 
circumſtances rouze up a vindictive providence, 
to correct with lighter vengeance, or ſpread de- 
vaſtation, and ruin. | | 
Secondly; NATIONAL JUDGMENTS are calami- 
ties which affect the public intereſt and happi- 
neſs of a ſotiety. They are ſuch as are ſent by 
the particular permiſſion or appointment of God 
and are various both in their effect and intention. 
Some are partial, others general; ſome are mo- 
nitory, others exterminating, &c. The de- 
cay of trade; the infatuation of public coun- 
cils ; factions and tumults within; gencral diſ- 
content, unſuccesful expeditions, are as truly 
judgments from heaven; as fire, plagues and 


earthquakes. Thefe ſhake the whole frame of 


government, and bring weakneſs and diſhonour 
upon a people, which wilt at laſt eclipſe their glo- 
ry. Some cireumſtances may accompany thoſe 
evils, which manifeſt them to be an expreſſion of 
divine anger; as when they bear on them the 


features of thofe fins, they were fent to correct, 


or when they are effected out of the uſual courſe 
of things, or appear diſproportionate, and even 
OE | con- 


to conſider him im his relation to the community of Iſrael 


—He was their king. His authority, example and in- 
fluence extended to the whole nation. In this capacity he 
muſt bear an infinitely greater proportion to that ſociety ; 
than he could be ſuppoſed, to bear, as a ſingle perſon. 
And conſequently his fin, Which weakened his dependance 
upon God, might be juſtly conſidered as a national fin, 

* . "NN N ; 
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Contrary to the Cauſes which viſicly operated 
The race is net to the gift, ner the battle tc 16: 
ſtrong *. In Eure, when God fends his judgment; 
on 2 people, he will take care by me means 
or other to læt them fee, tha: ais nand 15 lifted 
up. The L:r& © known by the nagments which be 
oy hone] . 

It was neceſſary to be to large on this head, 
that it might be well underfcoua. "Tis a ſenti 
ment that runs through. the whote national eſta- 
iihment of the Jews; and is ſuppdfed in al! 
e me ſſages and CERURCIATGT is of their pro- 


It wil be nat: 25 here to look upon ourſelves, 
and form forms opinion of our own: public ſtate. 
We have, } cockels, many great and pro- 
voting Lins 2monaT us; but it would be both 

raſh and unkind to denounce mmediazely the 
WeElghti2s: vengeance againſt our country. 1 
ruft we can recollect tome favourable circum- 
our prayers and repentance 


ft 
mis day. I hope there 5 2 + good- deal of rea! 
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public vices; and who 0 will, Wich fervent inter- 
cons, cry daily, Toa A people, O Cera 
and revide thy were in tbe mid 70 F aur years *, 


V [ > Toe 7 1 Aamitiet, Thich be- 
fall others, ere net, in the defegn of pre race, to 
terminate DDD in er; bat 22 "ffrence ol? Y 
tear of them. "This oFers another reafon for 


dur Saviour's caution againft raſh judging in 


EEcci K. 11. > Pi. ix. 88, Joel u 17. Hab. Hi. 2. 
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Ke 152 periſh. 

We have now 2 very amful providnce wt» 
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warning: and the -firvrvors arftreficed fer me 
means of their fafety. What a ſudden tranfi- 
don Was here From ah and power; 
trom bufineſs and pleaſure; from health and 


rendſhis > from tecuriry and peace, into 2 
— = TO TH we 
icene hung with mourning, and darkened wich 
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che blacknefs of defpur. There was nothin, 
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28 Ruin prevented by Repentance, 
learn righteouſneſs". They ought to do fo. 
This is what we may learn. 

1) To adore the Cod of heaven in theje diſplay; 
of awful ma ey. Anger and power united 
will be always the object of fear. When the 
common provls of Deity ſtrike us ſuperficially, 
N they are common; there ſeems 2 ne- 

fity of ſome alarm: g event, to rouze men 
out of ſecurity, and convince them of their de- 
pendance. We have heard of an event ſcarce 
to be parallel'd in hiſtory for its extent and ruin 
ow great is this God, when he makes 
himf lt known by his terrible acts He ut- 
ters his voice, the -arth trembles ; the moun- 
tains imcke; the fea riſes and rolls with new 


powers. Al. the nations are as, Srafshoppers in 


his ficht, aud of no more weight than the imall 
Gul. of the balance! Great is our God, and 
greatly ts be fecred, and to be bad in the utmeſt 
reverence, Wh re is the weak, but impudent 
worn. of the earth, that wantonly uſes the name 
of tis God, in a thouland tritiing oaths ; that 
de ics his preſence and power in deliberate per- 
jury: Do ycu provoke the Lord to jeaioufy, ore pon 
ſtronger than b.? No——Hsis frown diſcompole: 
ail nature; his th:one will be vindicated. The 
Lord reizneth, let the people trembiz? DE 
2) The calamities, wich defa!! others, ſhew what 
l:t:1: aependance there is upon earthiy things. They 
ar fitted for the comfort and conveniency of the 
Preieat ſtate: but never intended to be the chiet 
oof & of our purſuit. They are excellent enough 
co lead us to gratitude; but not to happinet:. 
The world is too ſcanty to fill the capacious 


mind; 


! IIA. xxvi. 9. = Pal. cylv. 6. 2 Pial. Ixxxix 
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mind 3 too unſtable to reward our truſt too 
mort in duration to equal immortal defires. 
The experience of every day confirms this. Va- 
nity cannot furniſh out that reſt, we are ever 
aſpiring to. And yet we are not to be con- 
vinced, without making new trials, and ſuffer- 
ing new diſappointments. Come view the 
tate of LisBov. Riches, honours, Power are 
here flung into one promiicucus ruin. No 
doubt many had in the morning th-ir flattering 
proſpects ; their wiſhes almoſt crowned. In 
à moment the ſcene vaniſhes , the fair proſpect 
ends in darknefs and confuſion! What e 
ſhould be our care? Undou ptedly, to ſecu 
a treaſure above the accidents of time; 0 
make virtue our ccurſe, and God our end; — 
Chriſt our guide, and heaven our choſen, fixed 
reſt; and to endeavour, that integrity mi ickr 
be the honour and ſupport of our character : all 
along the way. In this courfe we ſhall meet 
diſagreeable events, with a firmneſs not to be 
ſhaken; and with a reſignation big with the 
hope of eternal bleſſedneſs. Our reſt is not here, 

becauſe it is polluted . 

2) The calamilies of others Slew, in ire us git 
nder neſs and compaſſien texwards tbem. Tis our 
2Wn nature in diſtreſs, which humanity ſhould 
:each us to pity. It might have been cur own 
-oncition, Which the great rule of equity *, will 
1am ſenſible rheir 

errors and ſuperſtitions, particularly the inhu- 
man tribunal ot the Inquifition might riſe up 
ard cool our hearts. But, I hope, we may ſtill 
maintain our abhorrence of What is bad, with- 
aut confining our chriſtian clarity. A noble 
and generuus principle, which has for itz jest 

Drs | | 10 


— 


4 Nc. 1. 19. r. Mat. T1. 12. 


20 


and ſupport, in this ſore diſtreſs 


Rin prevented by Repentance, 


not only a trend, but an enemy in diſtreſs. - *Tis 
the perfection of this grace, to love our enemies, 
to bleſs them, that curſe us; to do good to them, 


that hate us; and to pray for them, that dejpitefully 


uſe, and perſecute us. How much more ſhould 
we pray for our friends and good Allies? It may, 

perhaps, ſoften the ſeverity of our reflections 
on their errors, to conſider the force of educa- 
tion * and example ; as well as the power of 
national eſtabliſhments. Suppoſe many, I hope 
not the majority, were aſked why they were 
Jews, Turks, Papiſts, or Proteſtants, &c. they 
would all give the fame anſwer, becauſe they were 


Jo educated ; becauſe they received a veneration 


for their particular way, with the firſt principles 
of knowledge, and the firſt ſenſe of pleaſure. I do 
not ſay the reaſon is juſt; but this 1 {5 it ſhould 
teach us to pity thoſe, who are unhappily mil- 
led. Let us therefore pray for their ſuccour 
Pray, that 
God would enable them to make a right im- 
provement of this viſitation ; give them the 
true knowledge of his will ; and inipire their 
hearts with every human and tender ſentiment, 


only worthy the name and religion of aChriſtian. 


4) The calamities of others ſhould teach us to be 
thankful for our own preſervation. We may in- 


dulge our gratitude to Heaven upon this occa- 


fion, without entering into any proud compa- 


riſons. We are ſpared not becauſe we are bet- 


ter than they; but that we might be better. — 
Their example is our admonition We are 
equally in the hands of God ; and our fins ren- 


der us equally liable to the divine diſpleaſure. 


So 
8 Matt. V. 44 
Eſt pater in cauſa 7 . 
uV. dat. XIV, 105, 
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Applied to Civil Societies. 31 
So that we cannot think our ſelves exempted 
from his frowns. — In this nation we have 
experienced what an angry God can do. In 
the laſt age an unnatural war, peſtilence, and 
fire ſucceeded one another very quick. And 
yet then mercy prevailed. Two earthquakesnot 
long fince alarmed us; but no miſchief enſued. 
| The effects of this very calamity before us, 
reached our ſeas and ſhores, but in ſo gentle a 
| manner, that we ought, ſincerely and devoutly, 
to praiſe God for this new indulgence “. Our 
Z ſins are enough to make us tremble ; our pre- 
{-rvation to rejoyce ; and both united will be 
2 proper guard on each other, and cheriſh a 
temper moſt pleaſing to God our Preſerver. 
8 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trem- 
8 bling a= | 


| VI E . - And laſtly; Tis time that we 
bring matters nearer home, and apply the cala- 
inities of others to that very purpoſe, our Saviour 
intended, ts enquire into our own ſtate, and repent 
truly of our own fins. Except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe perifh. | 8 
No one perſon ſhould think himſelf excufed 

from the humiliations of this day. When a ſo- 
lemn faſt was proclaimed among the Jews, the 
People, the elders, the children, and even thoſe 
= bat ſucked the breaſt”, were then to appear be- 
fore God; and very juſtly, becauſe they are 
parts of a nation, and will undoabtedly ſhare in 
the calamities, which befall it. The ſins of 
de paſt; as well as preſent age niuſt come in 
2 FO view, 
Sera facimus, meritoſque novamus honores. 


2 Virg. zn. 8. 183. 
v Pla. Ii. 11. Joel ii. 15. 1 2 


—— mg net 


ſome national repentance and reformation has 


rected, as a fociety, t6 confeſs their fin in 


do bat 73 tent I foall peak concerning a nation, and 


ſolution deliberate and firm, arid ou? behaviour 
thew tliat we ate in earneſt 11. Sad will it be, 
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view, 2nd be the ſub) ect of our concern: unlet 


intervened. And we may aſſure our ſelves the 
accumulated guilt of many generations will fall 
very heavy at aſt. Thus the Jews are di- 


a former diſtant period. I they confe ed their 
#niquity and the iniquity of their fathers * &c. they 
ſhould be reſtored to favour. 

For our encouragement, pardon is promiſed 
to national repentance, as well as perſonal.” At 


Conceriiing & Kingaom, to pluck up, and to pull down, 
gd to deſtroy it. If that nation (not the 
Jewiſh only) againſt whom ] have pronounced, 
zurn from their evil, I will repent of the evil, that 
Thought to do whto them. — A comfortable 
paſſage to encourage our repentance this day.— 
So likewiſe, the notion of repentance, when ap- 
plied to ſocieties, is the ſame, as is expected 
trom individuats, i. e. ſuch a ſorrow tor ſin, 
as ends in actual amendment, and refor mation. 
Mere ſortow will be of no avail in either caſe; 
becauſe we find all men are ſorry for their ſins, 
when they are likely to ſuffer for them. There 
will be forzov. in hell. it ſelft. Godly ſorrow that 
leads, that difpoſcs to repentance, is the only 
ſorrow acceptable. What begins in tears muſt 
end in turning to God. Repent end be converted 
that your ſins might be blotted out * The 

appearance, this day, ſhould be ſolemn, the re- 
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x Levit. Not. 40.4207 Jer. xvili. 7,9 1 
* Ads iii. 19. 
"Ih *Tis with pleaſure that I can ſay, this Faſt was ob- 
ſerved with a general Slemnity and {criouſneſs, anck Pro- 
miſes a gcod return of divine bleſlings, 
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Applied to Civil Societies. 33 
if (as one juſtly obſerves *) our Faſt is to begin 
« without thought, and to end without refor- 
mation; inſtead of averting God's wrath we 
may bring upon our ſelves ſwifter deſtruc- 
& tion.”——— Let me beſeech you therefore 
to ſuffer the word of exhortation. Repentance 
is its burden, and this I would urge with faith- 
= tulneſs and earneſtneſs: amendment is its fruit, 
and this you muſt take care, by God's aſſiſtance, 
to manifeſt in future life, when the ſervice of 
this ſolemn day is over. The motives to it are 
very important and animating, the comfort 
of your own lives; the honour of your religion; 
the welfare of your poſterity ; the proſperity and 
glory of your country, are all intereſted in the 
WE ſucceſs of this day. Give me leave to be par- 
ticular here, for a cloſe of this ſubject. 

1) We have need to Repent. I hope the diſ- 
| poſition will be as evident as the neceſſity : for, 
as it is expreſſed in the public forms of Prayer, 
for this day, We have great and many pro- 


5 
* 
= C 


* 


e. 
oy þ *J 


s vocations ; and our crying fins have pro- 
e duced the tokens of God's diſpleaſure.“ 

The taſk, I confeſs, is diſagreeable, to enu- 
merate the inſtances of national guilt ; but they 
are too evident, to be concealed; and too enor- 
mous to be palliated or excuſed. The fhew of 
our countenance Witnelſeth againſt us. We declare 
our fin as Sodom, and hide it not“. Yet if 
the public ſafety requires faithfulneſs; if the 
only means of preventing public judgments, are 
to confeſs and forſake our ſins, this will be 
ſufficient apology for my freedom, in naming 
them. Thoſe fins may not all have the 
ſame malignity in them; and, I hope, are net 


all 


2 Dr Stebbing, diſc. Prepar. p. 30. 
» Ia. i: 9. | 
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ail carricd to the fame degree of provocation 
Eut they have all demerit enough to u 


and awaken our apprehenſions of divine ang 
for Inſtance, 


The inactivity of good laws, made again 


prophaneneſs and immorality, however this! "i 
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comes to be ſo.— The trifling with oaths, the ml 
lemn pledges of truth, honeſty, and allegtance. 
I he ſnocking impiety of curſing and ſwear- 

ing, that we meet with daily in our ftreets 
The increaſing diſpoſition of venality, that de- 
ſtroys all principles, but 1atereſt ; and prepare: 
us, when a bold purchater offers, to tell our? 


liberty and our country. —- The pot 4 ; 
licence to pride, luxury and pleaſure , and the 3 
new project of Aſſemblies, which really ſerve to 
cheriſh thoſe things; tempting many to imitate 3 
thelr ſuperiors in dreſs, which their circum- 
ſtances will not bear, and to keep late hours, 


which the care of families will not admit. Nat. 3 
querades are maſter- pieces of iniquity, and mui 
1 


be deemed unlawful aſſemblies both by the lav 


of nature, and Chriſtianity; and I hope by our i 
cn laws. They at once banifth ſhame, the 


guard of innocence and virtue; and confound] 
ee ee, and ſexes, ſo that no one's Seen, 
anſwerable, for what he ſays, or does there 
God have mercy upon our youth, who are t 
be introduced into the polite world, Where 111-1 , 
| think : 


<<1Maſquerades deprive virtue and reli gion of their la 
reſuge, 18 in ſhame, which tees a multitude of finne -. 
within the bounds of deceney, after they have broken 


_ through all the ties of principle and conſcience. But thi 


in endlon ſets them free, from that tie alſo, bei ing neither 
detter nor worle, than an opportunity to fay and to d. . 
there, hat virtue defies, and good manners will not pe: ; 
tt, to be ſaid or done. in any ocher place. 


Bp. of Lond. Letz 


At blied ts ts Cruil Sicieties 


33 
ins but truth ana Honour fpould appear by ſuch 
vile proftituticn of modeſty, their b. ighteſt 
WS 2ament; and of conſcience, their boſom- 
end. There is another growing evil a- 
ongft us of pernicious conſequence to ſociety, 
mean a contempt of the marriage ſtate. Mar- 
age was inſtituted by God himſelt, for wiſe 
rrpoſes. He implanted in our natures power- 
l nſtincts, to incline us to the ſtricteſt union, 
Fhich eſteem and affection can produce. His 
d was to ſoften and eaſe the cares of life; 
dun che fatigues of rearing up infant nature 5 
in us, by thoſe dear pledges of our af c- 
on, che love of our cOunrry ; and firally to con- 
nue and increaſe the human ſpecies. The neglect 
f marriage, oppoſes every one of thoſe ends. 
And therefore, to look no e than the gra- 
zextion of natural appetite ; all looſe and ran- 
Won amours are directly vicious.“ They are con- 
ineo the original appointments of provi- 
Neace; leſſen our love to our country; deprive 
„ cicty of its natural fources, and wil! always 
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„mand a public remedy . 
<8 od Thoſe 

MI 3 dad . 

0 The antient Romans, whoſe virtue and glory, We 
em fond of imicating, held marriage in the gr eateſt vene- 
0 Cicero Erftmguithes the dignity of marriage, 

%- om 2 contract made to gratify wick «C 2 inclnatiors. 


utc nuptiae non diuturnae fuerunt. Erant enim non 


atrimonii dignitate; fed ſceleris ſocic:ate  conjundae. 
s Cluent. 12. And addrefirg himſelf to Cæſar, to 
4. vo Find . 
„ cdertake a reformation of their manners, propoſes it 


an abject worthy of his care, to reſtrain mens luſts, and 
his 3 2 the prop agation cf gnr O:SP! ring. Comprimen- 


* bidines, propaganda foboles. Omma quæ jam de- 
— 12 guxerunt, ſeveris legibus vincienda. pro. Marcell. 8. 
Net ne Romans had the Jus trium liberorum, and Wa hg 
8 ours on thoſe who were married and had child nen, par 
.. ante , fach were to have the precedence, who had the 


"In - ATED 


— 
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becauſe her mother had perſevered in the 
riage; but that Agrippa had diſhanourcd his houſe by a 
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Thoſe. are ſome of our moral features ; this 
the ſhew of our countenance ; and will not God 
viſit for thoſe things, if ſuffered to increaſe, and 


corrupt the whole body ? Shall the worms of ; a 


the earth offer daily inſult and indignity to the 
eternal God; and the wiſe ends and deſigna- 
tions of his creation be violated, without reſent- 


ment ? It cannot be ſuppoſed. ———The pro- 
ſpects of religion will, I doubt, afford us no 
more pleaſure. And if matters go on here, as 
they ſeem to do, they muſt end in a forfeiture 


and removal of the goſpel itſelf, 


Can that be right amongſt us, that Chriſtians, RR 
of different denominations, ſhould become 
alienated from one another? And that aliena- 
tion proceed too often to rancour and bitterneſs 
of ſpirit ; to the prejudice of natural right, and 


even the appearances of decency ? Is this the 


effect of a religion of Love ? Is this agreeable 


to that charity, and mutual forbearance, which 


naturally ſuppoſe different ſentiments amonę 


Chriſtians ? Are not we called into one hope of our 
A "calling + 


greater number of children, &c. It ſhewed their regard 
to marriage, when the preference was given to Pol. 
lio's daughter, of preſiding over , the veſtal virgins, 
ſame mar- 


divorce: Praclara eſt Pollionis filia, non ob aliud, quam 


325 mater ejus in eodem conjugio manebat, nam Agrippa 
;&dio domum 1mminuerat. Tad. ann. 2, 86. This gives 


us a good hint for explaining, my part of a Chriſtian Bi- 


ſhop's character, that he muſt be the husband of one wife, 

1 Tim. iii. 2. That is, he muſt be one free from any ſcan- 

dalous imputations, particularly, from that icafidal, which 

Jews and Heathens were guilty of, of inconſtancy in the 

marriage ſtate, and of divorcing their wives upon frivolous 

occaſions. | $66 A 
© Non monſtare vias, eadem nifi ſacra colenti. 


Juv. Sat. xiv. 103. 
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Applied to Civil Societies. 37 
calling ? Have one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
one God and Father of all *? And only differ, 
I don't ſay about indifferent things, becauſe no 
truth, not the leaſt truth, or what appears to be 
ſuch, can be an indifferent thing to an honeſt 
man :] but about things, which a different edu- 
cation, reading, and friendſhip might lead us into 
different views of. A difference well conſiſtent 
with the grand deſign of our Religion, which is 
to glorify God in the manifeſtations of his good- 
neſs; to exalt the Redeemer in the merits of 
his ſufferings; to practiſe virtue in the beauties 
of holineſs; and to aſpire to the ſame heaven, 
under the influence of Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
Where our grand ſcheme is the ſame, and our 
final hope the ſame, certainly, we may give each 
other an helping hand, and breath that catholic 
ſpirit, Grace be with all them, that love our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt in fincerity s. . 
s it not equally diſcouraging to obſerve a ſad 
decline in real, vital religion? We have fallen 


in great meaſure from our firſt love: too evi- 
dent this, from a general coldneſs, and too eaſy 
à compliance with the vain cuſtoms of the world. 
How affecting to ſee, amongſt all profeſſions, 
the power of religion dying amidſt its forms, 
and its noble, elevated ſpirit ſneaking to amuſe- 
ment and pleaſure? Where is the concern 
about ſalvation, and converſion, the way to it? 
What reaſon have we to apprehend, that the 
glories of Redemption are ſinking, and the diſ- 
tinguiſhing doctrines of the Goſpel, growing 
out of faſhion ?' Such, I mean, as, The doctrine 
of univerſal Grace, publiſhed with the firſt offers of 
the Gojpel;, and declared by an aft of indemnity and 


ey free 
n Eph. iv. 4. 5+ & Eph. vi. 24. 
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free pardon to all who believe, whether jews ar 


gentiles . A repreſentation of human nature 
corrupted by the FALL; born of fleſh; and rendered 
too much ſul ect to ſenſe, paſſion, and earthly deſires, 


til! reſtored by the power of truth and grace to & + 


proper 1 e of divine RECTITupE. The na- 
ture end neceſſity of Regeneration. The authority 
and merits of the Son of God, in the propiT14- 
T10N for our fins. The terms of acceptance, ke has 
fettled. The preciouſneſs of the promiſes, he hos 
confirmed. The greatneſs of future bleſſednejſs, and 
the terrois of the Lord to all impenitent ſinners. Our 
moral tmpotence, and the comfort of divine afjiſt- 
@nce, in that view. The delights of divine love and 
communion. The humblins human pride, by im- 
planting a ſtrong ſenſe of our dependance upon God, 
Jor the exerciſe "of our moral, as well as natural 

ers. Why ſhould we be ſhy of ſuch no- 
tions? What, becauſe ſome perſons have per- 
verted them? But that cannot affect their real 
excellency and uſe ; ſhould rather engage us to 


ſet them in a true light, and preſs them home 


upon our OWN and others ſouls. Had reaſon, 
in our preſent ſtate, been ſufficient for our hap- 

ineſs in God, we ſhould then never have heard 
of them. If they are deſigned not only to ſup- 


ply 


+ Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Mark xvi. 15, 16. Luke xxiv. 


47 aw v. 31. Xi. 38, 39. xxvi. 18. xxviii. 28. Rom. 
111. 28. v. 18. 20. X. 12. xi. 32, Coloſ. i. 14. 
1 Tim. ii. 4. iv. 10, Tit. ii. 1112. Heb. ü. 9. 2 Pet. iii. 
9. Kc. &c. Vid. ſeven ſermons in Dr Barrow's works, 
vol. ili. ſerm. 36 42 on thoſe texts. Pſa. 145. 9 
Rom. 2. 11——17 Tim. 4. 10. which convinced the author, 
many years ago, of the truth and importance of this doc- 
trine, and of its being the real ground of all picty and re- 
ligious worſhip under the Goſpel. He that cometh to God 
muſt believe that he is, and that he is @ arm. of cen that 
diligently ſeek bim, Heb. xi. 5. 5 55 
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Applied to Civil Societies. 39 
ly our defects, but to carry us to greater mea- 
jures of virtue and happineſs ; not only to re— 
ſtore, but improve human nature, why ſo little 
valued? Without thoſe doctrines of the Goſpel, 
human nature would never have been ſo well 
EZ underſtood ; nor moral virtue have been ſo ex- 
EZ tcnfive, and exalted into Chriſtian virtue. 
Other inftances of a declining ſtate might be 

mentioned, relative to the inſtrumental duties 
of religion. Such as, 7% little acquaintance, with 
* the holy Scriptures; too great a flight upon the re- 
* lizious obſer vation of the Lord's day; and the neg- 
Let of family inſtruction and worſhip. Formerly 
= thoſe things were not ſo. And ſhould they ge 
on, the honour and intereſt of the glorious Re- 
deemer muſt ſuffer ; the power of his example 
and love, decline; and we ſhall have the mor- 
tification, at the ſame time, to ſee the ſneer of 
infidels, and the triumph of methodiſts in 
= crowded aſſemblies. | 
I will take leave to mention one growing ſin 
more, for ſo I muſt eſteem it, ſo long as I have 
any veneration for Chriſtianity, I mean, infide- 
lity. After all the oppoſition made to revealed 
Religion, I profeſs to have met with no reaſon- 
ines ſolid and ſober enough to ſhake that foun- 
dation. If ſome have explained Chriſtianity 
into a ſcheme of fate; or others, into a doctrine 
of licentiouſneſs, that will by no means atfect its 
real merits. ?*Tis a ſcheme every way worthy 
of the great Being to whom it is aſcribed, to 
aſſiſt his creatures in that darkneſs and error, 
from which they could not extricate themſelves. 
And it has, in fact, refined the reaſonings, how 
little ſoever it has reformed the morals of tho 
communities, who have received it: If this re- 
ligion is from heaven, how provoking the con- 
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tempt of it! How muſt heaven and earth be 
altoniſhed at the growing evil ! Is there not rea- 
on to fear that we ſhall be given up, as the A- 


fian, and African churches were, to the waſte and 


deſolation of 1MPOSTURE ; or to a worſe evil, 


the curſe of porzry. Give me leave, in this BY 


Place, to mention the fate of Jeruſalem- 


Hear it, ye deſpiſers of the Goſpel, and trem- : 5 
To all their crying "vg they added 


this, the contemptuous rejection of the Meſſiah; 


This our Saviour foretold, and with a circum- 


to the Roman ſtandards, which bore an eagle. 


Wherefoever the 3 there wwill the eagles le 
As we are met together to humble our ſelves 25 


for our ſins, it was neceſſary to point them out. 


You ſee the inconſiſtency of them with the de- 
ſign of religion and good government; and 
that without ſome reſtraint and remedy, we are 
Upon a review, poſlibly, your 
conſciences acquit you of contributing to this 
accumulated guilt. If ſo, you will receive the 


UNDONE. 


comfort of a proper conduct in this world, and 


an abundant recompence for your patriotiſm, 1 
and virtue, in the next: but by reaſon of your 
relation, and connexion with a ſinful ſociety, it 


devoted to ruin, you muſt expect to ſhare in its 


en Matt, xxiii. 39. n Matt. xxiv. 28. 


the author of our religion. This ſin, this great 
{in of infidelity filled up their meaſure of ini: 
quity, and gave the finiſhing ſtroke to their 
ruin. About 40 years afterwards, their houſe, 
their temple, their city, their whole nation, w a. 
left deſolate *" :. and the deſolation ſtill continues. 


ſtance, that pointed out the inſtruments of Pro- 
vidence in this deſolation, by a diſtant alluſion FR 
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Applied to Civil Societies. 47 
fare. —— If, on the other hand, you have been 
acceſſories to thoſe fins, you have the more need 
tor deep humiliation, that you might not be 
puniſhed for your ſins both here and hercafter. 
-——Repentance is neceſfary——Reformation 
And muſt 1t not argue great per- 
verſeneſs, that we are no better under a a religion, 
which we know ſo well, and value ſo much.— 
Bur 'tis time that we draw towards a cloſe. 

2) The great end of all God's wiſitations is re- 
pentance and amendment. This is all the repara- 
tion we can make for our faults; though the 
doing a good action cannot alter the nature, or 
cancel the demerit of a former bad action, with- 
out his conſent, who” has a right to exact the 
penalty. But God has gracioufly declared that 
he will accept it as a reparation. © His own in- 
finite perfection and happineſs exclude all diſ- 
poſitions of revenge from his nature; all de- 
light in giving pain and miſery for its own ſake. 
His views are always juſt, and wiſe, and good. 
He corrects for amendment ; or to retain others 
in their duty by the terror of ſuch correction“. 
We have heard with concern the fall of Liszox. 
That is our warning. We have had rebukes, 
nearer home, in the plague amongſt our cattle, 
which threatens to cut off the herd from the ftall ; 
in the preſent alarms of war. Should not this a 
waken our attention, and lead us to reſolutions 
of repentance ? The voice of thoſe lighter evils 
is, that he that thus affticts us, can do more. 
He can ſend a plague upon our perſons, as well 
as our ſubſtance ; can overthrow our founda- 
rions, as well as ſhake them. Our reformation 

G will 


& Plato i: his Gorgias expreſly -mentions thoſe two 
ends e an Ed. Ficin. p. 313. 
4 Habb. iii. 17. 
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will prevent this. For if we anſwer the inten- 


tion of his warnings, we ſhall do the fame, as 


vur ſufferings would bring us to. His pro- 
mule is our ſecurity tor favour. Repent aud tur: 
vcurſelves from all your tranſgreſſions ſo iniquity 


ſhall not be your Ruin . 


3) Repentance is very ſeaſenablie, as ce may de 
en ihe eve cf a Sar. War has its deſolations and 
terrors; but if we ate forced into it, to defend aur 
comme:ce aid poflefiions ; if our old determin- 
ed enemies have invaded our friends and ſettle- 
ments in a time of peace, and contrary to the 
faith of public treaties, we have certainly a juſt 
right to defend our felves. This is agreeable 
to the law of nature, and Chriſtianity never 
pretended to cancel or reverſe any of thoſe laws; 
t leaves men in the poſſeſſion of all their natu- 

al rights and powers. But then who can 
tell the ifſue of a war? We have the beſt of 
rinces, and the beſt civil conſtuution- in the 
world to encourage us. We fe meaſures con- 
ducted with wiſdom and vigour to animate us. 
We have iteets and armies to defend us. But 
conndence, in our own ſtrength and prepara- 
tions, is vain, without God. T he battle is not 
always to the ſtrong. Yet if we humbie our 
lelves, and put away every abomination, we da 
what is pleaſing to God, and may hope for his 
preſence and bleft ing on our enterpr:zes. Iten 
thor gceſt cut to batti? againſt thy enemy, and /eej 
a people mere than thou, be not afraid of them, the 
Lord thy God is <vith thee *. 
4) And laſtly; Repentance and f amendment are 


nec A to prevent the viſitation of our fins upon 
our 
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Applied to Civil Societies. 43 
our peſteriiy . You will eaſily remember that 
this conſideration is offered to us in the ſecond 
commandment, one of the grand ſtatute laws 
of Iſrael. Viſiting the iniquities of the ſathers, 
4194 the children, unto the third and fourih gene- 

ction, of them that hate me. This would not be 
juſt, if underſtood of fathers and children, per- 
ſonally confidered. Becauſe perſonal actions 
have always a ſelf- conſciouſneſs attending them, 
that they are our own actions, and not ot any 
other. This is the ground both of moral im- 
putation, and the deſert of puniſhment, and both 
ablolutely incommunicable, and inſeparable; the 
deſert of perſonal puniſhment always following 
perſonal inherent guilt.— But this law being 
| G 2 addreited 


This nation the Heathens had a juft ſenſe of, as will 
appear from the following teſtimonies; and which, I hope, 
will take off thoſe ſevere reflections, thrown upon a claule 


nin the ſecond commandment, mentioned afterwards—Bru- 


tus had deſired Cicero to ſhew ſome pity to Lepidus's chil- 
dren, upon his being declared a public enewy. To this 
Cicero anſwers, I am well axvare hiww harp it uf ſeem, 
that childp:y aul Jutfer far the crimes of their parents. But 
tis eas etfely contrived Fa 'y the laws, that the led their chil- 


= cre /hould male parents mcre affectionate te their country. Bt cre- 


= ore it is Lepidus, who is cruel tg bis chilarea : rot be, who ad. 


Judges Legidus an enemy. Nec vero me fugit, quam fit acer- 


um, parentium ſcelera filiorum poenis lat. Sed hoc prae- 
clare legibus conparatum eſt, ut caritas liberorum amicio- 
res parentes reipublicae redderet. Itaque Lepidus crudelis 
:n liberos, non s, qui Lepidum hoſtem judicat. Ad Brut. 
Ep. 2. To the ſame purpoſe Ep. 15. — Now you frat 
par fir the & honouralle infilt of your father. Nv pts en 28 
ra e n 7 06: AN. Hom. II. 31. 142.— c 
6205 ot 1 S ters fo: ene wicked gowerrour. II. FEST S SULTETS 
T9 b; a Are, tres; Heſiod. e. 239, 259.— Do xc 
make li B i g an injury, aulich evil le turtful ta your 
inracemt p-Herity. Negligis immeritis nocituram poſtmodo 
te natis f audem committere. Hor. Od. I. 28, 3c. Yeu 


Hall # Fr Vr the faults of your ancefters, the" you bad mn band 
3n e. Delifta majorum in:meritus lues. Id. Cd, III. C. . 
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addreſſed to a community, by Fathers we muſt 
underſtand oNE generation gone, or going off 
the ſtage: by Children axnoTHeR generation 
ſucceeding them %. The nation is ſtill the 
ſame, and what was done in one period of its 
exiſtence may affect thoſe who live in ano- 
ther; but this is not to be extended to mo- 
ther world. Here it is expreſsly confined to 
the third and fourth generation |..————Con- 
ſider then : If we have any concern for POSTE- 
KITY, and their happineſs, we mult take care 

: IG i now, 


% In ſeveral 8 in Scripture we have theſe words, 
Fathers and Children uſed in this extenſive ſenſe. Vid. 
Numb. xx. 15. xxxil. 14. Pſal. Ixxvili. 5, 6, 8. Here they 
are both expreſsly called a generation. Ezek. xviil. 2. &c. 

. Tucre art two pallages, Which ſeem to oppoſe this 
ſentiment I. . Deut. xxiv. 16. The all ſhall nct te 
Tut to death for the cHiidren; neieher al the children be put t 
death fer te fathers, But here fathers and children are to 
be taken perſonally ; becauſe this is no other than an in- 
ſtru5tion to Magiſtrates and Judges. In the deciſion of 
cautes, that came before them, they were to take care, tht 


none 1uffered, but thoſe wio were perſonally guilty. —— 


II.. Ezek. xvii. 1, 2, 3. Hat mean ye that ye uſe thi: 
proverb concerning the Laxp Harl. The fathers have ea- 
ten ſower grapes, and the childrens teeth are ſet an edge. 
4s liæe, faith the Lerd, ye all not pawe accaft: 79n ary more 15 
fe this frowirb in Ifrael—— the foul! that ſirneth it ſhall die.— 
Obſerve 1) The Prophet is ſo far from contradicting what 
we have ſaid, that he ſuppoſes the truth of it, otherwi!: 
there had been no occafion for uſing this prov erb at all. 
2) What he condemns them for, is their ſhifting all plan anie 
from themſelves, and laying it on their fathers: when the; 
had no reaſon to uſe the proverb in this ſenſe, becauſe their 
own fins were ſuch, as to deſerve all they ſuffered . 
3) When he ſays, they ſhould have occafion nat to men- 
tion any more this proverb, his meaning is, that ſince they 
pleaded their jnnocence, and ſtood upon their own juſtih- 
cation, 1. e. ſinte they entertained ſuch a wrong opinion 
of their own caſe, God would continue their affliction, till 
they ſaw their own demerit, and ſhould no longer have 
occaſion to ſuggeſt, that they ſuflered wholly for their fa. 
thers fins. 


T. one ans: MTM‚ and. , oat at oe _s 
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now, that they may not inherit the fruit of our 


tolly and fin, when we are removed. Thoſe 


objects are dear to us, and our own happineſs 


ies very much in a proſpect of theirs. How are 
we gricved when they pine? How diſconſolate, 
when they fall? Let us apply the fame affec- 
tior." to them in a collective and political view. 
Look upon your children, and ſee your country 
in them. We would convey our treaſures to 
them; let us take care that we do not tranfmit 


with them a treaſure of wrath. The fins we com- 


mit with pleature; they may ſmart for with 
terror and conſternation; and thole monuments 
of pride and vanity, which we erect, at a great 
expence, they may ſee and bewail in ruins. B 

all the tender wiſhes and regards, therefore, that 
we bear to the liſing generation, the heirs of 
our fortune, and the ſupporters of National Li- 


berty and Glory, let not our unrepented ſins 


entail upon them calamities; and render the 
BRITISH NAME inglorious. 

. Thoſe are the conſiderations proper to enforces 
the exhortation to repentance. I hope they 
have made ſome impreflion, and will, ſo far as 
your example and infiuence reach, be attended 


with proper conſequences. Both reaſon, and 


{cripture, and the whole hiſtory of mankind 
concur to ſuppert them Let me add, that 
your imagination will help to give them a ew 
torce, by removing the dreadtul ſcene from 
Lis tox to Lox Dbox. Suppoſe you ſaw and felt 
here, what you only heard of there. If ſuch a 
repreſentation of things to your minds produces 
the ſame good diſpoſitions, as the judgments 
themſelves would have done, the admonitions 
of providence will be anſwered, and future 


= }1dements prevented. 


Suppoſe 


is a 
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with mutual tenderneſs ; and thoſe who neither 9 


SE then you were in the midit of tho BY 
ſcenes of horror, ſurrounded wich danger and BW: 
Toke and anxious tor a place of ſafery— Ao 
Suppoſe you ſaw ttt epics and lofty edifices, nod- BR 
big Over your heads, t threatning immediate de- 
Seelen; at the ſame time, the ground under 
your tet, undulating lite the fea, retarding WW: 
72 Dar 45 eln — Suppofe whole ranges of build: 
Ali ing at once, with trightrul noue and 

it, cruthing the flying inhabitants Sup- 
pole you card, mingied with {ubterraneous BY: 

er, the hre:ks of ſome, who thought this 
tlie kalt etto't of their voice: the expiring 1 
202113 Ot others, half kill'd, half buried in the 1 
rums Imagine to your bees, that you ſaw 
al nature in agitation,.— the ſea roaringmoun- n 
alus trembling—crowds ilying—nothing ſtill - 
nothing ſerene, but the ſky — attentive to 
the dreadful wreck. Suppoſe, the lifted 
hands; the deſpairing looks; the Lord have i: 
mercy pr mounc'd with f uch eagerneſs, as if no aſe 
time was to be loſt. Suppoſ; e, Jially, you r 
faw the perſons at enmity, embracing each other: 


feared God nor man, imploring heaven on their . 
bengled knees, All begging forgiveneſs of 


God and one another. 3 

What a ſcene mult this be, where all nature 
ſeems reverſed ; and all the paſſions exerting BM 
their full ſtrength, and power tor ſafety ? 3 
Would there. be any occaſion then to inculcate 
the fear and reyerence of God; to ſhew the evil 
of ſin and neceſſity of repentance——Then we 
ſhould have bow'd our heads and hearts to God's 
commands. What we ſhould have done 
trom ſenſe, we ought to do from reaſon and 
reflection. The grounds of religion, and of 
I N repen- 


N 
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rr pentance in particular, are the fame, as cogent 
and convincing, though not attended with ſuch 
alarming circumRances. 7 

But ſuch imaginary repreſentations ſoon loſe 
E their force, and the warning is loſt. What 
ſtrange creatures are we, not to be brought to 
Ja juſt way of thinking, but by ſtripes and blows ?- 
* ho are not to be convinced of the importance 
WE of religion, is I fear is the caſe of many ſecure, 
Ba dened ſouls, not to be convinced, till they ſee 
a burning world, and read this truth by the fla- 
7 Jing arguments of the LAS＋H DAY. 
& Yes, that day will come with all the circum- 
ſtances of importance and terror; the great, the 
4 terrible day of the Lord, big with the fate of 
all mankind. Then not a fingle city only 
3 vill ſhake and burn, but the whole world. 
Fl hen not the dwellers in this or that particular 
Y Eiſtrict will be terrified, but the inhabitants of 
he whole earth, will wail and mourn.— Thick 
larkneſs will veil the lights of heaven; the ele- 
nents melt with fervent heat; the clouds roll 
way in thunder. — Then the judge will appear 
Frrayed in glory; ſuch as never ſhone upon the 
Farth before; and with a train, as will exceed all 
magination, for extent and luſtre.— Then will 
Ihe throne be ſett, and the jupeMENT proceed. 
ich righteouſneſs, with exactneſs, and impar- 
ality— Think of the reſt There will be no 
Peed of vindicating. the honour of the Redeem- 
r then—Infidels will be no more. All will be 


qclicvers. - 


J have only to add, chat charity ſhould ac- 
ompäny the profeſſions of our repentance. We 

3 Pave been aſking the charity of heaven for our 
I BG it muſt pleaſe God to fee ſuch a cheerful 
rication of ir. That we are ready 20 break off 
: Cr 
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our Sins b w righteouſneſs ; 
Shewing mercy. to the poor“. Thus when our 
prayers and our alms ſhall come up ior a me- 


mortal- before God, we hope it may be a Jeng. 
thening out our tranquility. : 
his infinite mercy, through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lan ; 
and Savicur, AMEN, F 


The hymn of praiſe, ſung after the ſermon ||. 


J. 


Great God! whoſe ſov reign voice, at firſt, 


Bid 1yſtems roll, and worlds exiſt. 
Bid truth, thy truth with charms appear, 
To bleſs all nations with thy fear. 
II. 
Thine awful hand has ſhook the poles, 
From eaſt, to weſt, thy thunder rolls. 
Old ocean felt his chambers ſhake : 
Yet Britain ſtands, for thy NAME's SAKE. 
| III. 
With grateful hearts we lift our voice. 
In God our Saviour we rejoyce. 
Tis thy benign, protecting hand 
Has ſav'd our ſinful, ſinning land. 
ys © 
Repenting—thus our heads we bow. 


With ſolemn praiſe preſent our vow. 


'Fhine honour we will make our care; 


And truſt Thee, midſt th' alarms of war. 


1 8 | 
Let BatrAtx flouriſh in thy ſight. 
hy Goſpel be our cheering light. 


Accept, Great God, our vows fincere. 


For Grace we add our humble pray r. 


” Dan. iv. 27. i Conmunyzeated by a Friead, 


THE EN. 


and our iniquities I. 


I hich God grant e 
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